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SHOOTING OF THE POPE

_Secrecy Shrouds Probe of ‘B"ulgaridni Connection’

By Jonathan C. Randal . -~ -~ Asaresull, ‘Tittle is known of how Most -officials and other.-sources
| WashinglonPostVorsimService < - much independent -evidence sup-  are waiting to.see if Martellaswill
ROME—Two vears after the  Ports the hypothesis that Bulgarian  find"some “smoking gun” to tie ‘the

shooting of Pope John Paul 1L, .the intelligence officers plotted o kill investigation together. - "
worrent of -accusations implicating © John"Paul on behalf of the hremlin The two Bulgarian - officials -other
Bilgaria and the Kremlin -itself has-- ‘ecause of the pope’s support fer the'  than Antonov who were charged by
subsided into .an @ddy of ﬂlébries,’: ~ Solidarity -union .in his7native Po- Martella*a_re‘lmng'm ’fBulg'ana*ar_nd‘
oxlitical and diptomatie machiny,.| land. A variety of napComsunist  appestuniikel io be extradited-Lit-
Ton, and prolonged snticipetion-gf | inteliigence ‘agencies, reportedly n: e ‘has ‘emerged about. any Pgss“"e‘
results-of Italy’s investigation. /-~ ™ : cluding those of "Turkey, Asrael and ! links ~between Buigeria ﬂl: WO |
iOnly one taciturn -man -knows . major western . DOWErs, -are not yet" Turks jailed by Xartellg t&W: *:? sup-
whether a convincing case exists for | COnvinced sthat.the Bulganians were Pmed*y"vw‘"de:d g2 »of‘ssﬁsé
what the Italian media has dubbed ° behindtherplot: -~ 2ae 1 37 tol :and -conveyed an o _e&
the ““Buigarian -connection” He s - Agea; tgdw th.a file of pho-. t/mlhon to shpot the pontifl. stat
Tario Martella, the investigating  \062pus: e picked mmug-chots ol | ‘Some Htalisns are convinced that,
magistrate empowered 'to probe ’thg - the three Bulgarians with awhom he befgre__l__as_t years_vaxbhcgf ‘Marte :t 1
magistrate empowered-io probe the * suppoeedly planned the May 13, | v cung L T LR
iy the Turkish “would-be assassin 198?1"“‘.*3”“"8' He elso dw:nbed © mf‘,‘) .m}pns?nmenthose gd a
Mehmet Ali Agta“that he received - Aritonov's ~apartment -after saying more information trom e

- CeIveC that he met there with them. -~ . tained. .. © T '
~ help from imprisoned Bulgarian air-  “his description, however, Agca In-Agca’s case, at Jeast, Martella’s
* line official Sergei Antonov. . mehtioned - having -seen ' a ,i"olding'- tactics appear to have paid off. -Agea
_* Interviews with" government offi-  wooden-door that in fact was present first stonewelled with vague testimo-
dials and other sources familiar with i other apartments in the building ny andinsisted that he.acted alone.

athe -case during a three-week jour- = put.not In Antonov’s, according 10 - After serving less than & vear of his
" malistic inquiry in Ttaly, Turkey, Bul- |  Jtalian sources. . lifesentence, however,-he implicated
=garia, Switzerland.and France sug- This discrepancy and others have the Bulgarians and fellow Turks in
.gest that the Italian magistrate has beertcited by ‘Antonov’s lawyers as December 1981 and apparently has
.~gone furthest in the investigation. suggesting that Agca was fed his in- ' talked to Martella ever since.
. Martellz has a reputation for probi- | formation by ltalian secret service "When Agca’s statements are com-
ty, and & higher court that has con- | ~agents who visited hir in jail in av- pared to challenges by Antonovs
sidered submissions from him and | turmp.of 1981 before the Turk finally lawvers, however, the impression:
Antonov’s lawyers twice has upheld | beganto cooperate in the'probe. The | . emerges that Agea has not proved |
the Bulgarian's detention. . | Bulgarian "and Soviet governments infallible. . i
.- But Martella, who legally has up | have rejected the acharges and sug- - In addition’ to noting the - nonex-
=105 vears before deciding whether -, gested that they are part-of a-smear istent door }n-,Antono"'s apartment,
"t send Antonov to trisl, may thoose ~ campeign by western intelligence the. Bulgarian's lawyers have pro-
4o take until early next’ year ‘to|  agepcies including the CIA. , duced, hotel bills indicating that An-
E'}()rﬁent his case, according fo_ltalian_ The theory of Bulgarian involve-- tonov's wife ‘Bossxtska-was-{_already in
“sources. Meanwhile the magistrate,.j ‘ment is considered plausible in part - Yugoslavia  ‘en reute ‘to Bulgaria
« other Jalian” officials and ‘even the" because -of .a ‘pattern.of Bulgarian when Agca said that she was present
. ; " “dirty~tricks” particularly in ltaly in the apartment during one of the
~US. Embessy here have camped; o1 Tricey "including smuggling of | Turk's mestings there. - |
‘ beavy secrecy on the investigation.’ i narestics and support forsub- | ‘The Antonovs’ daughter Ani, who
¢ They were troubled by leaks and versive paramilitary groups. - . - . also was named by Agca-as having
charges at the end of last year over Statements by Agca have set i+ . been present, was not in Rome atall’

* findings regarding Antonov and tW0. . ifon @ parallel investigation of- during that school year but in Sofia. -

" other Rome-based Bulgarian em-. ~ . Lo ‘ 4 i oted
. em-.  glieged Bulgarian spying in Italy and ! Antonov’s lawvers have inuma
. ployes charged in thecase. " | jpvolvement in a stiliborn plot to kill '; that_two Italian secret service, offi-
Solidarity leader Lech Walesa‘during cisls, who are known to have visited
a visit to Rome in 1981, . : Agca in prison, fed faise information '
Months after -last fall's burst of 1o him. The lawyers have suggested
publicity, the case today bobs to the. that the Italian -agents ‘may have
surface only occasionallv in Ttalv. . - shown Agea photographs-of Antonov

and the two Bulgarians whom he
later identified for Martella.
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